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Accessible Approach / Entrance 

 
Route of Travel [ADAAG 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.7] 
Is there a route of travel that does not 
require the use of stairs? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Front has stairs up and the rear of the 
building has stairs down.  Possible 
solutions: add a ramp to enter through the 
basement level or add an elevator to 
access the basement and the first floor via 
the elevator.  Place an elevator at the rear 
of the building outside of the structure to 
have access to the basement and first 
floor to make minimal alterations.   

Is the route of travel stable, firm and 
slip resistant? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is the route at least 36 inches wide?  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Can all Objects protruding into the 
circulation paths be detected by a 
person with a visual disability using a 
cane? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Do curbs on the route have curb cuts 
at drives parking, and drop-offs? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Ramps [ADAAG 4.8]       No Ramps 
Are the slopes of the ramps greater 
than 1:12 (8.33%)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Do all ramps longer than 6 feet have 
railings on both sides? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Americans with Disabilities Act Transition Plan 4/4/2008
The Town of Douglas, Massachusetts Physical Inspection of the Building was 

made by Adelle Reynolds.   
The recommendations for the 
development of the Transition Plan was 
completed by New England Disability 
Services 

Building Compliance Checklist including Recommendations for Readily Achievable Barrier 
Removal 

 
 
Town Library: The Simon Fairfield Public Library   
 
Questions Yes No NA Possible Forms of Action 

 

 20

Are railings sturdy and between 34 & 
38 inches high? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is the width between railings at least 
36 inches? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Are ramps non slip?  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is there a 5 foot long landing at every 
30 foot horizontal length of ramp, at 
the top and bottom of ramps and at 
switch backs? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

If there are stairs at the main 
entrance, is there also a ramp or lift, 
or is there an alternative accessible 
entrance?  Do not use a service 
entrance as the accessible entrance 
unless there is no other option 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Does the ramp rise no more than 30 
inches between landings? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Parking and Drop-Off Areas [ADAAG 4.1.2(5)(b), 4.6]
Are an adequate number of 
accessible parking spaces available 
(8 feet wide for a car plus 5 foot 
access aisle)?  For guidance in 
determining the appropriate number 
to designate, the table below gives 
the ADAAG requirements for new 
construction and alterations (for lost 
with more than 100 spaces, refer to 
ADAAG). 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
No dedicated parking lot 
 
Parking on street.  If an accessible 
entrance is created on the rear of the 
building, an adequate number of 
accessible parking spaces will be needed.  
A sidewalk would need to be constructed 
and signage will need to be added. 
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Total Spaces Accessible 

1 – 25 1 space 
26 – 50  2 spaces 
51 – 75 3 spaces 
76 – 100 4 spaces 

  

 

Are 8 foot wide spaces, with 
minimum 8 foot wide access aisle, 
and 98 inches of vertical clearance 
available for lift-equipped vans? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

NOTE:  At least 1 of every 8 accessible spaces must be 
van-accessible (with a minimum of one van-accessible 
space in all cases). 

 

Are the access aisles part of the 
accessible route to the accessible 
entrance? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Are the accessible spaces closest to 
the accessible entrance? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Are accessible spaces marked with 
the International Symbol of 
Accessibility?  Are there signs 
reading “Van Accessible” at van 
spaces? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is there an enforcement procedure to 
ensure that accessible parking is used 
only by those who need it? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Entrance [ADAAG 4.13, 4.14] 
If there are stairs at the main 
entrance, is there also a ramp or lift, 
or is there an alternative accessible 
entrance?  Do not use a service 
entrance as the accessible entrance 
unless there is no other option. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

There is no accessible public entrance or 
other alternative accessible entrance.  
Major renovations are needed to comply 
with the ADA.  Possible solutions: Add  
outside ramp or an elevator.  Other 
options may be available depending on 
the preferred entry to the library.   
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Do all inaccessible entrances have 
signs indicating the location of the 
nearest accessible entrance? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Both entrances front and rear are not 
accessible due to stairs. 

Can all alternate accessible entrance 
be used independently? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

There are no alternate accessible 
entrances. 

Does the entrance have at least a 32 
inch clear opening (for a double 
door, at least one 32 inch leaf)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is there at least 18 inches of clear 
wall space on the pull side of the 
door next to the handle? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is the threshold edge ¼ inch high or 
less, or if beveled, no more than ¾ 
inch high? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

If provided, are carpeting or mats a 
maximum of ½ inches high? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Are edges securely installed to 
minimize tripping hazards? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is the door handle no higher than 48 
inches and operable with a closed 
fist? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Can doors be opened without too 
much force (exterior doors reserved; 
maximum of 5 pounds for interior 
doors)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Front door top of stairs 
Outside door yes-inside door no (has turn 
knob).  Possible Solutions: Adjust the 
door closers and oil the hinges.  Install 
power-assisted or automatic door openers.  
Install lighter doors / ADA door handles. 
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If the door has a closer, does it take 
at least 3 seconds to close? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Access To Programs & Services 

 
Due to the fact that the Library requires major renovations to be accessible, the Town of 
Douglas has implemented a Book Drive to drop off any books or resources needed for 
individuals who cannot access the library.  The Town is aware that people with 
disabilities should be able to arrive on the site, approach and access the building like 
everyone else.  They are currently in the process of hiring an architect to develop the 
possible solutions and implement the changes.   
 
Horizontal Circulation [ADAAG 4.3]No accessible entrance 
Does the accessible entrance provide 
direct access to the main floor, lobby, 
or elevator? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

N/A because the all entrances are not 
accessible and need to be reconstructed or 
altered to be in compliance with the 
ADA. 

Are all public spaces on an accessible 
route of travel? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

There are steps to access the first floor 
basement and restroom.   
Also, all objects protruding into the 
circulation paths need to be removed.  
Possible solutions: add a ramp if the route 
of travel is interrupted by stairs or add an 
alternate route on level ground.  Move 
furnishings or other tangible items that 
narrow the route of travel.  Move or 
remove protruding objects. 

Is the accessible route to all public 
spaces at least 36 inches wide? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Possible Solutions: Move furnishings 
such as tables, chairs, library stacks, and 
counters to make more room.   

Is there a 5 foot circle or a T-shaped 
space for a person using a wheelchair 
to reverse direction? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Furniture needs to be re-arranged. 
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Doors [ADAAG 4.13] 
Do doors into public spaces have at 
least a 32 inch clear opening? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Outside front door is in compliance. 
Inside door  can be a double door. 
Possible Solutions: Install offset (swing 
clear) hinges.  Widen doors. 

On the pull side of doors, next to the 
handle, is there at least 18 inches of 
clear wall space so that a person 
using a wheelchair or crutches can 
get near to open the door? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Can doors be opened without too 
much force (5 pounds maximum for 
interior doors)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Are door handles 48 inches high or 
less and operable with a closed fist? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Outside door is in compliance. 
Inside door not in compliance.  Possible 
Solutions: Lower handles.  Replace 
inaccessible knobs or latches with lever 
or loop handles.  Install power-assisted or 
automatic door openers. 

Are all threshold edges ¼ inch high 
or less, or if beveled edge, no more 
than ¾ inch high? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
5” step up at front door.  Possible 
Solutions: If there is a threshold greater 
than ¾ inch high, remove it or modify it 
to be a ramp. 

 
Rooms & Spaces [ADAAG 4.2, 4.4, 4.5] 
Are all aisles and pathways to 
programs and services at least 36 
inches wide? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Distance between stacks and ends 34” 
mostly; 29 “ wall next to front room; 24” 
window side towards back. 

Is there a 5 foot circles or T-shaped 
space for turning a wheelchair 
completely? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Some areas.  Possible Solutions: 
Rearrange furnishings to clear and make 
more room.   
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Is carpeting low-pile, tightly woven, 
and securely attaches along edges? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

In circulation paths through public 
areas, are all obstacles cant-
detachable (located within 27 inches 
off the floor or higher than 80 inches, 
or protruding less than 4 inches from 
the wall)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Book shelves 
Tables and chairs 

 
Emergency Egress [ADAAG 4.28] 
If emergency systems are provided, 
do they have both flashing lights and 
audible signals? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Signage for Programs & Services [ADAAG 4.30] 
Note:  Different requirements apply to different types of 
signs. 

 

 
No signage.  Once the Library is 
renovated signage must provide direction 
to or information about spaces of the 
building (accessible parking spaces, 
entrances, and toilets). The Town will 
have to provide signs that have raised 
letters, Grade II Braille and meet other 
requirements for space signage. 

If provided, do signs and room 
numbers designating permanent 
rooms and spaces where programs 
and services are provided comply 
with the appropriate requirements for 
such signage? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Are signs mounted with centerline 60 
inches from the floor? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Mounted on wall adjacent to latch 
side of door, or as close as possible? 
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Raised characters, sized between 5/8 
and 2 inches high, with high contrast 
(for room numbers, rest rooms, 
exits). 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Brailed text of the same information?  
 

 
 

 
 

 

If pictogram is used, it must be 
accompanied by raised characters 
and Braille 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Directional & Informational signage 
The following questions apply to directional and 
informational signs that fall under Priority 2. 

 
No signage 

If mounted above 80 inches, do they 
have letters at least 3 inches high, 
with high contrast, and non-glare 
finish? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Do directional and informational 
signs comply with legibility 
requirements?  (Building directories 
or temporary signs need not comply.) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Controls [ADAAG 4.27] 
Are all controls that are available for 
use by the public (including 
electrical, mechanical, cabinet, game, 
and self-service controls) located at 
an accessible height? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Reach ranges:  The maximum height for a side reach is 
54 inches; for a forward reach, 48 inches.  The minimum 
reachable height is 15 inches for a front approach and 9 
inches for a side approach.  

 

Are they operable with a closed fist?  
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Seats, Tables & Counters [ADAAG 4.2, 4.32, 7.2] 
Are the aisles between fixed seating 
(other than assembly area seating) at 
least 36 inches wide? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
No fixed seating 

Are the spaces for wheelchair seating 
distributed throughout? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

No fixed seating but tables could be 
rearrange to allow room for wheelchairs 
in seating areas throughout the area. 

Are the tops of tables or counters 
between 28 and 34 inches high? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Front counter 381/2”.  Possible Solutions: 
Lower part or all high surface.  Provide 
auxiliary table or counter. 

Are knee spaces at accessible tables 
at least 27 inches high, 30 inches 
wide, and 19 inches deep? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

At each type of cashier counter, is 
there a portion of the main counter 
that is no more than 36 inches high? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Check out counter 

Is there a portion of food ordering 
counters that is no more than 36 
inches high, or is there space at the 
side for passing items to customers 
who have difficulty reaching over a 
high counter? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Vertical Circulation [ADAAG 4.1.3(5), 4.3]  
Are there ramps, lifts, or elevators to 
all public levels? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Possible Solutions: Install ramps or lifts.  
Relocate goods or services to an 
accessible area. 

On each level, if there are stairs 
between the entrance and elevator 
and essential public areas, is there an 
accessible alternate route? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Possible solutions: install ramps or lifts. 

 
Stairs [ADAAG 4.9] 
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The following questions apply to stairs connecting levels 
NOT serviced by an elevator, ramp, or lift. 

 

Do treads have non-slip surfaces?  
 

 
 

 
 

 
Stairs to basement- carpet 
 

Do stairs have continuous rails on 
both sides, with extensions beyond 
the top and bottom stairs? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

One side only. 

 
Elevators [ADAAG 4.10]                                                                No elevators 
Are there both visible and verbal or 
audible door opening/closing and 
floor indicators (one tone = up, two 
tones = down)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Are the call buttons in the hallway no 
higher than 42 inches? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Do the controls inside the cab have 
raised and Braille lettering? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is there a sign on both door jambs at 
every floor identifying the floor in 
raised and Braille letters? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

If an emergency intercom is 
provided, is it usable without voice 
communications? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is the emergency intercom identified 
by Braille and raised letters? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Usability of Rest Rooms 
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When restrooms are open to the public, they should be 
accessible to people with disabilities. 

Currently no accessible toilet facilities 
exist.  Massachusetts code requires toilet 
facilities for each sex.  Due to the current 
size of the rooms and the lack of space in 
the first floor, the best options for 
accessible restrooms are on the basement 
level. 

 
Getting to the Rest Rooms [ADAAG 4.1] 
If restrooms are available to the 
public, is at least one restroom (either 
one for each sex, or unisex) fully 
accessible? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Bathroom door at landing of stairs- then 
step down into bathroom.  Possible 
Solutions: Relocate restroom.   

Are there signs at inaccessible 
restrooms that give directions to 
accessible ones? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Possible Solutions: relocate. 

 
Doorways & passages [ADAAG 4.2, 4.13, 4.30] 
Is there tactile signage identifying 
restrooms? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Possible Solutions: relocate. 

Mount signs on the wall, on the latch side of the door, 
complying with the requirements for permanent signage. 

 

Are pictograms or symbols used to 
identify restrooms and if used, are 
raised characters and Braille included 
below them? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Once the restroom is relocated will have 
to add accessible signage, placed on the 
side of the door, 60 inches to centerline. 

Is the doorway at least 32 inches 
clear? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Possible Solutions: relocate. 

Are doors equipped with accessible 
handles (operable with a closed fist), 
48 inches high or less? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Possible Solutions: relocate. 
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On the pull side of doors, next to the 
handle, is there at least 18 inches of 
clear wall space so that a person 
using a wheelchair or crutches can 
get near to open the door? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Can doors be opened easily (5 
pounds maximum force)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Does the entry configuration provide 
adequate maneuvering space for a 
person using a wheelchair? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Possible Options: relocate 

A person using a wheelchair needs 36 inches of clear 
width for forward movement, and a 5 foot diameter or T-
shaped clear space to make turns.  A minimum distance of 
48 inches clear of the door swing is needed between the 
two doors of an entry vestibule. 

 

Is there a 36 inch wide path to all 
fixtures? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Possible Solutions: relocate. 

 
Stalls [ADAAG 4.17] 
Is the stall door operable with a close 
fist, inside and out? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Possible Solutions: relocate. 

Is there a wheelchair accessible stall 
that has an area of at least 5 feet by 5 
feet, clear of the door swing, OR is 
there a stall that is less accessible but 
that provides greater access than a 
typical stall (either 36 by 69 inches 
or 48 by 69 inches)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Possible Solutions: relocate. 

In the accessible stall, are there grab 
bars behind and on the side wall 
nearest the toilet? 
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Is the toilet seat 17 to 19 inches high?  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Lavatories [ADAAG 4.19, 4.24] 
Does one lavatory have a 30 inch 
wide by 48 inch deep clear space in 
front? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Possible Solutions: relocate. 

A maximum of 19 inches of the 
required depth may be under the 
lavatory. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is the lavatory rim no higher than 34 
inches? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is there at least 29 inches from the 
floor to the bottom of the lavatory 
apron (excluding pipes)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Can the faucet be operated with one 
closed fist? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Are soap and other dispensers and 
hand dryers within reach ranges and 
usable with one closed fist? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is the mirror mounted with the 
bottom edge of the reflecting surface 
40 inches high or lower? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Additional Access      
When amenities such as drinking fountains and public 
telephones are provided, they should also be accessible to 
people with disabilities.  When aural/oral communication 
is necessary for program access, the need of deaf and 
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hard of hearing individuals 
 
Drinking Fountains [ADAAG 4.15] 
Is there at least one fountain with 
clear floor space of at least 30 by 48 
inches in front? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Possible Solutions: Add a compliant 
drinking fountain. 

Is there one fountain with its spout 
no higher than 36 inches from the 
ground, and another with a standard 
height spout (or a single hi-lo 
fountain)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Are controls mounted on the front or 
on the side near the front edge, and 
operable with one closed fist? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is each water fountain cane-
detectable (Located within 27 inches 
of the floor or protruding into the 
circulation space less than 4 inches 
from the wall)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Telephones [ADAAG 4.31] 
If pay or public use phones are 
provided, is there clear floor space of 
at least 30 by 48 inches in front of at 
least one? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is the highest operable part of the 
phone no higher than 48 inches (up 
to 54 inches if a side approach is 
possible)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Does the phone protrude no more 
than 4 inches into the circulation 
space? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Does the phone have push button 
controls? 
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Is the phone hearing aid compatible?  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is the phone adapted with volume 
control? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is the phone with volume control 
identified with appropriate signage? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

If there are four or more public 
phones in the building, is one of the 
phones equipped with a text 
telephone (TTY or TDD)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is the location of the text telephone 
identified by accessible signage 
bearing the International TDD 
symbol? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Assistive Listening Systems [ADAAG 4.13, 4.33.7] 
In assembly areas where audible 
communications are integrated to the 
use of the space, are assistive 
listening systems provided? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Possible Solutions: Provide assistive 
listening systems, such as audio loops or 
FM systems. 

If there are 4 or more public phones 
in the building, is one of the phones 
equipped with a text telephone TTY 
or TDD? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

. 

 
Assembly Seating [ADAAG 4.33] 
Bleachers – Whenever bleachers are supplied there must 
be an accessible seating area for wheelchairs.  Spaces 
must be 60” long and 33” wide, level and on an accessible 
route of travel. 

 
None 

NOTE:  When seating capacity exceeds 300, wheel chair 
spaces shall be provided in more than one location. 
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Total Seating Accessible 

4 – 25 1 space 
26 – 50  2 spaces 
51 – 300 4 spaces 
301 – 500 6 spaces 
Over 500 6 spaces (plus 1 per 

100 over 500) 
  
NOTE: Seating counts are based on 1 person for every 
18” of bench seating. 

 

Are accessible seating areas provided 
in adequate numbers? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Children’s Playground Areas 
Does playground equipment meet the 
requirements for accessibility?  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
None 
 

 
 
  

 
 



SCHEDULE FOR COMPLETION OF MODIFICATIONS FOR SIMON 
FAIRFIELD PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 
The Simon Fairfield Public Library in Douglas, MA requires major renovations or 
reconstruction.  On June 19, 1996 the Town of Douglas hired Jean Cartoon Architects to 
conduct an accessibility study for the Simon Fairfield Public Library.  The 
recommendations for the renovations were never implemented due to budget constraints 
and because major renovations in other buildings required priority.    
 
The Town of Douglas has contracted with consultants to develop a plan for the necessary 
library renovations in order to comply with all accessibility requirements.  To comply 
with the ADA the following substantial alterations must be made immediately: accessible 
public entrance; accessible bathroom, and accessible route of travel.  In the meantime, the 
Town will continue offering the Book Drive services upon request.  Also, library staff 
will retrieve books for patrons who use wheelchairs and will be available to provide 
assistance during the operating hours of the library.  If services or programs offered at the 
library cannot be accessed to individuals with a disability the necessary arrangements will 
be made by the Town to accommodate those needs including the relocation to an 
accessible area.  The Town will also post clear signs informing people that the library is 
not accessible and providing the contact information of the ADA Coordinator, Adelle 
Reynolds and the Library Director, Ann Carlsson for access to Programs and Services.    
 
The Town of Douglas agrees to the following schedule to eliminate the existing facility 
barriers: 
 

• Contract with consultants and/or architect to present a plan for the library 
renovations 
By December 2007.  (Completed) 
 

• Review the consultants and/or architect plan and compile public comment if 
necessary to vote on the best option 
By June 2008.  (In Progress) 
 

• Decide which plan will be implemented by taking in consideration alterations to 
the existing structure, budget estimates for the modifications and obtaining the 
required building permit. Hire contractors for the renovations and schedule the 
completion of the modifications.  The Trustees voted 7-1 to begin construction 
within 5 years (January 2012 with end date of December 2012). (In Progress) 
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Accessible Approach / Entrance 

 
Route of Travel [ADAAG 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.7] 
Is there a route of travel that does not 
require the use of stairs? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Add a ramp if the route of travel is 
interrupted by stairs.  Add an alternative 
route on level ground. 
 

Is the route of travel stable, firm and 
slip resistant? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Repair uneven paving.   
 

Is the route at least 36 inches wide?  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Can all Objects protruding into the 
circulation paths be detected by a 
person with a visual disability using a 
cane? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Do curbs on the route have curb cuts 
at drives parking, and drop-offs? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Ramps [ADAAG 4.8] 
Are the slopes of the ramps greater 
than 1:12 (8.33%)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Do all ramps longer than 6 feet have 
railings on both sides? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Are railings sturdy and between 34 & 
38 inches high? 
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Is the width between railings at least 
36 inches? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Are ramps non slip?  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Is there a 5 foot long landing at every 
30 foot horizontal length of ramp, at 
the top and bottom of ramps and at 
switch backs? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

If there are stairs at the main 
entrance, is there also a ramp or lift, 
or is there an alternative accessible 
entrance?  Do not use a service 
entrance as the accessible entrance 
unless there is no other option 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Does the ramp rise no more than 30 
inches between landings? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Parking and Drop-Off Areas [ADAAG 4.1.2(5)(b), 4.6]
Are an adequate number of 
accessible parking spaces available 
(8 feet wide for a car plus 5 foot 
access aisle)?  For guidance in 
determining the appropriate number 
to designate, the table below gives 
the ADAAG requirements for new 
construction and alterations (for lost 
with more than 100 spaces, refer to 
ADAAG). 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Would have room for handicap parking-
dirt parking lot 
No accessible entrances without stairs.   
Possible Solutions: Reconstruct 
sidewalks.  Reconfigure spaces.   

 
Total Spaces Accessible 

1 – 25 1 space 
26 – 50  2 spaces 
51 – 75 3 spaces 
76 – 100 4 spaces 
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Are 8 foot wide spaces, with 
minimum 8 foot wide access aisle, 
and 98 inches of vertical clearance 
available for lift-equipped vans? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

NOTE:  At least 1 of every 8 accessible spaces must be 
van-accessible (with a minimum of one van-accessible 
space in all cases). 

 

Are the access aisles part of the 
accessible route to the accessible 
entrance? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Are the accessible spaces closest to 
the accessible entrance? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Are accessible spaces marked with 
the International Symbol of 
Accessibility?  Are there signs 
reading “Van Accessible” at van 
spaces? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is there an enforcement procedure to 
ensure that accessible parking is used 
only by those who need it? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Entrance [ADAAG 4.13, 4.14] 
If there are stairs at the main 
entrance, is there also a ramp or lift, 
or is there an alternative accessible 
entrance?  Do not use a service 
entrance as the accessible entrance 
unless there is no other option. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
No accessible entrance 
4 risers w/ landing 31” high from grade 
in front door landing then stairs up and 
stairs down.  Possible Solutions: Make 
main entrance accessible.  If it is not 
possible to make the main entrance 
accessible, create a dignified alternate 
accessible entrance. 
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Do all inaccessible entrances have 
signs indicating the location of the 
nearest accessible entrance? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Can all alternate accessible entrance 
be used independently? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Does the entrance have at least a 32 
inch clear opening (for a double 
door, at least one 32 inch leaf)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is there at least 18 inches of clear 
wall space on the pull side of the 
door next to the handle? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is the threshold edge ¼ inch high or 
less, or if beveled, no more than ¾ 
inch high? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

If provided, are carpeting or mats a 
maximum of ½ inches high? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Are edges securely installed to 
minimize tripping hazards? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Is the door handle no higher than 48 
inches and operable with a closed 
fist? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Can doors be opened without too 
much force (exterior doors reserved; 
maximum of 5 pounds for interior 
doors)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

If the door has a closer, does it take 
at least 3 seconds to close? 
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Access To Programs & Services 

 
Horizontal Circulation [ADAAG 4.3] 
Does the accessible entrance provide 
direct access to the main floor, lobby, 
or elevator? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
No accessible entrance 

Are all public spaces on an accessible 
route of travel? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is the accessible route to all public 
spaces at least 36 inches wide? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is there a 5 foot circle or a T-shaped 
space for a person using a wheelchair 
to reverse direction? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Doors [ADAAG 4.13] 
Do doors into public spaces have at 
least a 32 inch clear opening? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Main doors at landing 1 open 34 ½ “ 
Possible Solutions: Install offset (swing 
clear) hinges.  Widen doors. 

On the pull side of doors, next to the 
handle, is there at least 18 inches of 
clear wall space so that a person 
using a wheelchair or crutches can 
get near to open the door? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Can doors be opened without too 
much force (5 pounds maximum for 
interior doors)? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Adjust or replace closers.  Install lighter 
doors.  Install power assisted or automatic 
door openers. 

Are door handles 48 inches high or 
less and operable with a closed fist? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Lower handles.  Replace inaccessible 
knobs or latches with lever or loop 
handles.   




